[Death according to the social representations of health professionals].
The purpose of this investigation was to acknowledge and to analyze death according to the social representation of health professionals. The research was carried out with professionals that renders assistance to the women in the gestation-puerperal period. The technique of content analysis was chosen, but data analysis was also anchored in social representations. From the narratives of the subjects interviewed, death emerged as an empirical category with a social representation denominated as "terrible". Death, as it enters the scene, both in hospital or ambulatory settings, is apprehended in different ways by health professionals: as a terrible phase of life that is difficult to be accepted, as a conflict over the purpose of one's profession, as a way of seeking for mistakes in the procedure carried out in order to justify it, and, at this moment, professionals experience feelings of insecurity, incapacity, embarrassment, guilt, anguish, suffering and pain.